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THE CLEARWATER GARDEN CLUB 

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

 
SEPTEMBER 19, 2019 

 

1. Called to Order at 9:00 a.m. 

2. Approval of Minutes:  Alice moved to approve the Executive Board Minutes from March 

16, July 20th and August 17th.  All said AYE.  Minutes are APPROVED. 

3. Treasurer’s Report:  Mary Ann Schneider read the report for August.  Linda Pointer moved 

to approve the report, Sheryl seconded and all said AYE.  Treasurer’s report was 

APPROVED. 

4. President’s Report:  Anne Fogarty France 

a. Beauty Day was a success.  It was suggested that we have a Beauty Day on the 3rd 

Wednesday of each month.  October 9th is the next scheduled work day.  The agaves 

are going to be removed and George Wich said it was OK with him.   

b. Clearwater Garden Club new business cards were made and distributed to the 

members; extras are stored in the office. 

c. Garden Tour Update: Anne met with Dona Leach and will need to hold an 

organizing meeting.  Alice is doing the poinsettia sale but we need a lot of help to 

get this done.  More to come. 

d. Electricity Issues:  Anne will continue to work on this.   

e. Rental Contract Update:  Needs to give the map to Linda Pointer to incorporate in 

the contract.  Anne will get that done. 

f. Membership:  Two St. Pete club members have been attending our meetings and 

want to belong to our club but do not want to pay the full membership price.  Anne 

sent an email to Barbara Rao (District VIII) and she said they have already paid 

their share of FFGC dues and would therefore only pay us $22.50 to belong to our 

club, provided the Board approve this arrangement.  Name tags would be billed 

separately.  Barbara also stated that it is OK to pro-rate the membership fee so that 

if somebody joins in January, and membership is due end of April, we would only 

charge a portion of the membership fee to cover those months.  Sheryl moved that 

any member of another club who wants to join our club, does not have to pay the 

$12.50 FFGC dues again.  Anne seconded the motion.  Motion was APPROVED. 

5. Officers’ Reports 

6. Standing Committee Reports 

a. Fundraising:  Alice Jarvis reported that Patchington is doing the Fashion Show on 

November 9th.  We need 8 models, and tea sandwiches or whatever you can bring 

for the luncheon.  We also need volunteers to setup and cleanup.  Alice has a signup 

sheet for us to fill out what we will do and/or bring.  Setup will be Friday starting 

at 9 or 10:00.   

b. Clearwater Community Gardens:  Alice announced that the CCG Board decided 

not to have the annual brunch at the Scientology facility but to have it at the 

Clearwater Garden Club instead.  The speaker might be Claudia Bates and the 
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brunch will be in August.  It was decided to wait until next month when more of 

the board members are back. 

c. Penny Pines:  Sheryl announced that we gave $68 to the Treasurer to send in but 

we needed a name of a person to honor.  I moved that we honor George Wich this 

time.  Anne seconded the motion and all APPROVED. 

d. Hospitality:  Leila announced that she has the hostesses signed up for the rest of the 

year.   After some discussion, it was decided that the hostess schedule should be 

included in the Yearbook. 

7. Unfinished Business: 

a. Update on Air Conditioning Fix:  Linda Pointer reported that she contacted Cox but 

they were pricey.  Mr. Shades of Shades Air Conditioning agreed to look over our 

system and provide us with a free estimate. 

b. Report on Termite Issues:  Sheryl Polese reported that she met with Mark Lange of 

Couch’s Pest Patrol, Inc.  He confirmed that we have termites and said the only 

sure way to get rid of them was to tent the building.  The proposal for Vikane tenting 

treatment is $1625, guaranteed for one year.  The guarantee would continue for an 

additional 4 years at $300/year.  However, because our building is concrete block 

and steel, it is in no danger of collapsing.  His proposal is filed with these minutes.  

I suggest we put any additional monies we have into the air conditioning system 

and address the termite situation when we have more funds.  Anne asked for our 

thoughts.  Laura Daniel said she is experiencing similar problems and so is Anne 

and Danny.  We decided to put it on hold until we deal with the air conditioning. 

c. Brainstorming on Capital Campaign:  Anne reported that she met with Howard 

Warshauer and Maggie Custer to discuss what possibilities are out there to help us 

maintain our building.   

i. Anne found out that there is a City grant for a Community Development 

Block Grant and a Facade Improvement Grant that we could be eligible for.  

There is very strict reporting to be followed if we did the façade 

improvement.   Their portion of the grant would only cover painting, stucco 

work, etc. on the outside of the building.  We could count the air 

conditioning for our 20% of the improvements.  We would have to show 

how we serve the low to moderate income families in this area.  We could 

do that by holding classes, i.e., container gardening.  They need to see our 

program schedule, an audited financial report, contractors would have to 

follow Davis Bacon Rules, which means anyone working on our building 

has to be paid the prevailing wage.  Howard said he would write the grant 

application.  Anne feels it will be time-consuming and it looks like a long 

shot.  The loan is forgiven over 5 years but our money would have to be put 

in escrow. 

ii. Maggie met with Victoria from Victoria’s Bloomers and walked around the 

property.  Vickie would do a garden design with us for a charge of $350 

(usually $500).  This would be design only.  Lively discussion followed.  

Anne proposed we use only Florida native plants when the time comes to 
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purchase and plant.  Volunteers will be needed to water plants until they are 

established. 

d. Brainstorm on Capitalizing on Sunset Viewing Party – Linda mentioned she needs 

a sunset photo for our brochure.  Discussion. 

8. New Business 

a. Anne and Flavia reworking our schedule.  Alice mentioned that we obtain the 

poinsettias by everyone buying 12 plants for $1.00 each at Home Depot on Black 

Friday.  These are the plants we will sell during the Garden Tour for $5.00 each. 

b. Key for Garden Gate:  Currently we can only get in the garden using the gate on Ft. 

Harrison.  Anne reports that we need to get the lock/key reset on the parking lot 

gate so one key opens both gates.  Linda Pointer moved that we get the key and/or 

locks fixed so one key opens both gates.  Sheryl seconded the motion.  All said 

“AYE”.  Motion APPROVED. 

9. Adjourned: 9:50 a.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

 

 

 

____________________________ 

Sheryl L. Polese 

Recording Secretary 


